
 
 

Campaign benefits campus ministry 
 

 
 

Andrew Alvarado, president of Our Lady of Wisdom’s Commission for Life and Dignity,  
uses his code to enter through the new secure doors purchased with campaign funds.  

 
Campaign gifts are helping make Our Lady of Wisdom University Parish in San Marcos a “place 
of refuge” at Texas State University. 
 
The campus ministry is under-resourced, said Father Craig DeYoung, who was excited to learn 
Encountering Christ would benefit both his parish and its vital ministry to students. 
 
“We serve about 600 Catholic students each semester, but there are probably about 13,000 
Catholics on our campus,” he said. “The opportunity is there.” 
 
The Diocese of Austin is blessed with one of the country’s largest populations of Catholic 
college students, with tens of thousands of students across 14 colleges and universities served 
by campus ministry, missions and six university Catholic centers. Encountering Christ will direct 
$7 million to the diocese’s current campus ministry programs, including capital investments so 
campuses have spacious and visible facilities to welcome and minister to students. 
 



“We want to really make this place a second home, especially for our freshmen who are not 
home for the first time in their life,” said Breanne Saldivar, Our Lady of Wisdom’s campus 
minister.  
 
Through its campaign, Our Lady of Wisdom addressed plumbing issues in the outdated 
restrooms and peeling paint, and improved the sound system. The parish also updated the 
doors to the sanctuary and added security cameras and a passcard system to the make the 
space more secure. 
 
“We ultimately want this place to be a place of community, a place of fellowship, a place where 
students can come in between their classes,” Breanne said. “But as much as they love the 
community here, if the building is not up to standards, students will find another place to 
study.” 
 
Our Lady of Wisdom raised 151 percent of its goal during Encountering Christ, thanks in large 
part to the generosity of the parish’s permanent community. These parishioners live in the San 
Marcos area and chose Our Lady of Wisdom as their home parish because they support the 
mission and want to be there for students, Father DeYoung said. 
 
“They want to see the ministry succeed, they want to see the mission of Christ advanced, and 
they want to see the Kingdom of Heaven built,” he said. 
 


